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(1897-1957) 

 
Mental illness is a result of a disturbance in the natural 

capacity for love.1 
 

 Wilhelm Reich discovered a way to manipulate life force.  He found this energy 
could be accumulated for health benefit or used for wrongful purposes.  The “force” 
could be directed to change the weather to make rain or to dissipate the clouds in the sky.  
It could be used for mood manipulation, and was claimed to cure cancer and used for 
mind control.  Reich called the energy Orgone.   

Reich was disgracefully pushed out of the Psychoanalytic Association, expelled 
by the Communists and a number of countries, and hounded by the Nazis with warrants 
issued for his arrest and death.  Reich was denounced as a sex fiend and frequently 
investigated by the authorities in the United States and other countries.  He came to the 
United States from Europe for intellectual and scientific freedom, and died here under 
guard.   

Reich’s fertile mind was awake and exploring to his end.  His final manuscript, 
Creation, about antigravity (or negative gravity) disappeared from his cell after an 

                                                 
1 Reich, Wilhelm.  The Function of the Orgasm.  New York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux.  1927.  Reprinted 
1972.   



untimely death while confined in a federal penitentiary in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.  (The 
subject of antigravity and free energy is still considered Top Secret.)  Reich died a week 
before he was to have given his son, Peter, the formula for antigravity.   An 
overwhelming sadness gripped me after finding out about how he died, and the torment 
he was subjected to during a life-long pursuit of knowledge and truth and experience of 
personal angst.  A profound sense of awe inspired me to re-evaluate my religious beliefs, 
other fundamental views of life, and even my basic ideas about human nature and 
behavior after studying his works.   

Reich’s paintings are simple and colorful.  He composed music and played the 
piano and cello.  His bronze statue of a naked man running with an apparent semi-erect 
penis is not scandalous.  None of his works are.  They are ultimately revealing and oft 
time hit societal and personal nerves.  Following is an outline of his works and research, 
with a sketch of his life.  This is provided in an outline form, focusing on major areas of 
study, research done, and specific subjects covered after a short introduction.   

 
� 

  
Wilhelm Reich was born March 24, 1897 in Dobrzcynica, Galicia, Austria-

Hungry (which is now part of Poland) to Jewish parents.  “His parents were well-to-do 
farmers who had about one thousand acres of land.”2  He was homeschooled on the farm 
by his mother, whom he adored, and then by tutors.  His mother committed suicide in 
1910 by poison, after being discovered in an affair with the tutor by Wilhelm, who 
betrayed her to his father.  Reich was thirteen at that time.  He then entered the German 
Gymnasium at Czernowitz.  When he was seventeen, his father died of tuberculosis as a 
result of pneumonia; this appears to have been brought on purposefully.  Destitute, Reich 
took over management of the farm until it was destroyed by the Russians in 1915 during 
World War I.  He barely escaped being captured.   
 He then joined in the Austrian Army and served on the Italian front, reaching the 
rank of lieutenant.  After the war he studied law and then switched over to medicine at 
the University of Vienna, where he was a tutor as well, barely getting by financially.  He 
helped organize a seminar on sexology at the university.  Reich was interested in the 
psychoanalytic movement and became a practicing analyst and member of the Vienna 
Psychoanalytic Association.  He graduated in medicine in 1922.  As a brilliant 
psychoanalyst, he wrote a number of important articles on psychoanalysis and on sex.   

Freud was impressed with Reich and selected him as the first assistant physician 
of Freud’s Psychoanalytic Polyclinc in Vienna in 1922; Reich was appointed to the 
teaching staff of the Psychoanalytic Institute.  He developed innovations in the treatment 
of patients, looking at physical characteristics and “muscular tensions” or attributes of 
mental illness, and developed a way of looking at the patient in “Character Analysis,” an 
important book about the origin of mental illness and neurosis. He also looked at the 
patient directly during therapy, which was not done.  Reich believed that an 
unsatisfactory sex life and incomplete orgasmic release led to mental and medical 
disorders and neurosis.   

 

                                                 
2 Baker, Elsworth F.  Wilhelm Reich.  Journal of Orgonomy Volume 1, 1968.  The American College of 
Orgonomy.  



“…Reich made three major discoveries which opened a vast opportunity for 
understanding human functioning and whose value cannot be overestimated: 
the reality of the libido (it is a flow of energy), the function of the orgasm (it 
regulates the flow of energy), and the muscular armor (it prevents regulation 
of energy).”3 

 
 Reich left Norway in 1939 just before World War II, taking the last ship to leave 
before the war broke out.  He was invited to teach at the New School of Social Research 
founded by Fabian Socialists in New York City, and moved to the Forest Hills section of 
Long Island.    The courses he offered were, Character Formation: Biological and 
Sociological Aspects, Clinical Problems in Psycho-somatic Medicine, and Theoretical 
Seminar: Psychological Approach to Psychosomatic Research.4  His research was 
shifting toward biophysics after he discovered orgone and “bions”i and was doing cancer 
research.  The Second Law of Thermodynamics is apparently contradicted by the 
discoveries he mad doing orgone research and with findings using the orgone 
accumulator.  This contradiction appears to have led to the Einstein conflict, with Reich 
publishing The Einstein Affair.  However, it must be noted that Reich had often 
entertained unrealistic expectations of others.    
 In the summer of 1940 Reich went on a camping trip to the Rangeley area of 
Maine and ended up purchasing a camp on Lake Mooselookmeguntic.  In 1942 he 
purchased an abandoned 160-acre sheep farm as a permanent home for his research that 
was located on Dodge Pond in Rangeley.  He named the place Orgonon.  He built a 
Student Laboratory on the property in 1945 and the Observatory Building (now the 
museum) a few years later, that was designed by the New York architect, James B. Bell.  
The rotating dome refractor telescope was never installed on the Observatory; and the 
envisioned hospital was never built either.  
 Reich had been targeted by nefarious forces 
while in Europe, which appeared to have followed 
him to the United States, where he gained new 
enemies.  His ideas frightened the pharmaceutical 
and energy industries, as well as sex phobic people.  
Yet, he may have brought some of the problems on 
himself in the way he behaved and things that he 
wrote.  He eventually died in prison on November 
3, 1957.  The results of his discoveries certainly 
have not been stopped by his death.  The best is yet 
to come – he may have been onto something big.  
When humanity becomes unshackled (unarmored) 
and begins to see more clearly into the ether, the 
genius of Dr. Wilhelm Reich will shine through, as 
is true with Nikola Tesla too.         

 
Orgone Accumulator  
 

                                                 
3 Ibid. 
4 New School of Social Research, Course Catalogs.  1940-41. 



“Orgone” is a visible, measurable and applicable energy of a cosmic nature.  Such 
concepts as “id,” “entelechy” or “élan vital” on the other hand, are only the 
expression of inkings of the existence of such an energy.  Are the “electromagnetic 
waves” of Maxwell “the same” as the “electromagnetic waves” of Hertz?  
Undoubtedly they are.  But with the latter one can send messages across the oceans 
while with the former one cannot.5 

 
 Reich built a modified wire-frame Faraday cage and covered it with cotton and 
wood to create an environment that would accumulate and concentrate orgone energy.  
Many claims were made of amazing healings attributed to the orgone accumulator 
treatments, and this got him into trouble.  It was also rumored that the orgone 
accumulators were being used to enhance participants’ sexual experience.  There are 
people (and groups) that cannot handle a scientific conversation about our sexual natures, 
let alone consideration of researching the human orgasm, for example, or why a woman’s 
nipples expand upon sexual excitation.  
 

Now, my work since then was devoted exactly to that.  I wanted to understand what 
erects the nipple, what stretches out.  That’s where I discovered the orgone energy, the 
bio-energy, the life energy.6 
 

 The Orgone Accumulator was the specific object that the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) concentrated on in their case against Wilhelm Reich, calling it an 
unlicensed medical device.  (Reich was a medical doctor, but was not licensed in this 
country.)  The FDA claimed that orgone energy does not exist, and therefore the 
accumulator was a fraud; thus Reich was a fraud too because of his claim that orgone 
exists.  The pseudo-scientific community informs us what the truth is.  The subject of 
ether continues to be the crack in their façade of “science,” and in a measure religion; as 
it becomes demystified the crack widens through increased awareness.   

The science behind “The Secret” and the “Law of Attraction” is said to be 
quantum physics, that “everything is energy.”  It might be inferred that Reich was an 
early leader of this movement and “bioenergetics.”  Changes can be created in physical 
reality with focused energy, bio-energy, and orgone is one expression of this energy.  
Orgone is a way to tap into the ether by means of a simple device, the orgone 
accumulator, and possibly with concentrated focused attention. 

 
This was Reich’s tragedy, for within two decades of his death, the scientific attitude 
towards such matters had changed beyond recognition.  In 1973, eminent scientists 
from twenty countries gathered in Prague for a conference on "psychotronics”—the 
possibility of direct interaction between mind and inert matter—and one of those 
present wrote: “Can it be that all forms of energy (from that which moves a muscle to 
that which propels a rocket . . .) derive from one basic energy, an energy about which 
we still know almost nothing?7  
        

 Cloudbuster 
                                                 
5 Reich, Wilhelm, M.D.  Character Analysis.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.  1970 Third Edition.  
Translated by: Theodore P. Wolfe.  Footnote p. 304. 
6 Higgins, Mary and Raphael, Chester M. Editors.  Reich Speaks of Freud: Wilhelm Reich discusses his 
work and his relationship with Sigmund Freud.  New York, NY: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.  1967.  p. 55. 
7 Wilson, Colin. The Quest for Wilhelm Reich.  Garden City, NY: Anchor Press/Doubleday. 1981.  p. 235. 



 
 Reich was hired to make it rain upon the blueberry crop on coastal Maine when 
New England was experiencing a drought, and was paid $10,000 for accomplishing this.  
This was reported in the Bangor Daily News, July 24, 1953.  The “cloudbuster” (a rain-
making machine) was invented by Reich to concentrate orgone energy and shoot it into 
the sky, or at the intended target.  A cloudbuster can be used to cause rain, to clear the 
sky of clouds, or to chase away EA, his word for UFOs.   

This is what Reich’s son Peter has to say about the incident.  Talking to his school 
bus driver as he was getting off the bus at his home at Orgonon in Rangeley, he recalls: 
 

“Wowee,” said Ray, shaking his head.  “Ten thousand bucks is a lot of 
money.  Did you make it rain?” 

I swung around the horn.  It wasn’t bragging, it was just telling the 
truth.  Besides, I’d never tell him about the flying saucers.8 

   
It is clear to me that a scientist who discovered a way to manipulate the weather 

would be of special interest to the military-industrial complex.  Reich was considered by 
some to have been paranoid, which comes through in his books, Listen, Little Man and 
The Murder of Christ.  He sometimes believed that the military took a special interest in 
his research and wrote to the U.S. Air Force about his UFO sightings over Orgonon.  He 
believed his discoveries, especially orgone, were going to revolutionize the world.    

 
The Air Force also took note of activities and began flying over Orgonon.9 

 
The cloudbuster is made of metal tubes in a frame on a swivel mount like a rocket 

launcher.  There are innovative designs for cloudbusters; the newer models are called 
“Chembusters” and are easy enough to make.  These may be modeled after Reich’s 
“Spacegun.”  The Chembuster is made of copper pipes on (in) a base such as a five-
gallon pail, in a frame to hold the pipes upright in resin.  Often crystals are added, 
moving away from Reich’s traditional design.  Various sites on the Internet provide step-
by-step instructions for building orgone-driven devices and even the orgone motor, 
creating free energy.       

Reich was not sure what EA were.  He speculated about what they all saw in the 
skies over Orgonon.  Also what they saw, when he and his team where in Arizona 
making the desert bloom using the cloudbuster.  He was in the desert to prove that the 
cloudbuster worked.  He modified it and used radium with it to repel the EA.  Later he 
thought it might be unwise to attack EA with the cloudbuster, used as a Spacegun.  He 
considered that their “vehicles,” or projected lightbodies, might use orgone as fuel, or that 
these sightings were stealth government technology.  If they were spacemen (or the 
shadow government), it could be dangerous to anger them.     
 

Bions 
 

                                                 
8 Reich, Peter.  A Book of Dreams. New York: Harper & Row, Publishers.  1973.  p. 8. 
9 d’Arc, Joan.  Wilhelm Reich and the Day the Earth Stood Still: A Tall Tale of Spacegun ’54.  Paranoia 
Magazine.  Issue 48.  2008. 



The bion experiments (Oslo, 1936-39) led Wilhelm Reich into an area which had been 
hotly debated by scientists for over 200 years: the origin or “spontaneous generation”, of 
life from non-living matter.  A large body of evidence existed which suggested that life 
could be organized from non-living matter, inorganic chemical substances as well as 
organic remains of dead plants and animals.10 

 
 An energetic form appeared in Reich’s experiments under microscopic 
examination of organic and inorganic material that showed a transitional stage of life 
force. 
   

The bion is basically a simple energy unit, containing a “quantum” of 
“bioelectricity.” 11  

      
 A student in his laboratory took a wrong sample of sea-sand to demonstrate the 
presence of bions.  This resulted in “radioactive” bions that were deadly to cancer cells 
and even made a wart on Reich’s face disappear.  This was orgone energy.  If use of these 
charged bions could cure cancer like radium is used, without causing any damage, the 
Pharma-medico establishment would lose trillions of dollars in cancer treatment!    
 

Psychohistory 
 

In Isaac Asimov’s Foundation Series, one of the main characters, Hari Seldon, 
formulates a body of work comprising a new way of looking at history.  With insight into 
history, psychology, and sociology, and with the application of mathematics, one could 
predict the future of the group through psychohistory and divert calamity or prepare for it.  
It is like applying an algorithm to these areas of collected knowledge in order to derive a 
likely course of events, or create the future.  The actual science of psychohistory looks 
intently at the life of the child in the womb, in infancy, and in early childhood to make 
predictions about future behaviors of society, war being a result of mistreatment of 
children, simply put.  The emerging social milieu is caused by the way the fetus and child 
are treated.  

 
Reich’s ideas, developed by his students and coworkers (like Lucy Bellamy 
Dennison) created a quiet revolution in the field of baby care and upbringing.  
His work in this field may one day be regarded as his most solid and 
undeniable achievement.12 

 
 
Reich had become convinced that once a person had become “armored,” the best 

that could be done was to assist that person to become healthier; muscular armoring had 
already taken place.  The real effort needed to be directed to the child, so that the child 
would not become damaged.  Reich took a special interest in children, which is reflected 
by the stipulations in his will that formed the Wilhelm Reich Infant Trust Fund that 

                                                 
10 THE BION EXPERIMENTS , Informational Sheet Handout from Display at Orgonon, the Wilhelm 
Reich Museum, Rangeley, Maine.  2009. 
11 Wilson, Colin. The Quest for Wilhelm Reich. Garden City, NY: Anchor Press/Doubleday. 1981. p. 171 
12 Ibid  p.  197. 



oversees the operation of the museum and book publishing, with a trustee; currently Mary 
Higgins.    
 

It is understandable now why the schizophrenic dissociation is so regularly 
found to be rooted in prenatal and immediate post-natal development: Every 
severe disturbance which took place during the process of organismic 
coordination constitutes a weak spot in the personality where later, under 
certain emotional conditions, the schizophrenic discorrdination will be most 
likely to set in.13 

 
 Reich acknowledges prenatal life as significant, yet allowed for abortion.  If fetal 
life determines what happens in the future, in psychohistory, then Reich has a place in its 
annals as a founding father.   
 

Now, to continue with the basic problem of Freud, Freud as a trail breaker: I 
said before that he succeeded very well in penetrating to the borderline where 
language develops, about the beginning of the third year.  And, then, he got 
stuck.  Character analysis continued from there.  Then, I went on to the bodily 
expression, which is wordless.  I went even further and reached the stage 
where the newborn infant is formed in the womb.  Psychoanalysis knows 
nothing about this.  It can’t know.14 

     
 

Book Burning 
 

The American Library Association’s webpage has a section on banned books and 
book burning, which includes the burning of Wilhelm Reich’s books and journals.  This 
historic book burning is especially noteworthy, taking place here in United States of 
America, “the land of the free and the home of the brave.”  It is what the Nazis did. 
 

In New York City, on August 23, 1956, the FDA supervised the burning of 
several tons of Reich’s publications on one of the city’s garbage incinerators, 
including titles that were only to have been banned.  Among the materials 
burned were: 
 

• Orgone Energy Bulletin (12,189 copies) 
• International Journal of Sex Economy and Orgone Research (6,261) 
• Emotional Plague Versus Orgone Biophysics (2,900) 
• Annals of the Orgone Institute (2,976) 
• The Oranur Experiment (872) 
• Character Analysis 
• Cosmic Superimposition 
• Ether, God , and Devil 
• Listen, Little Man 
• People in Trouble 
• The Cancer Biopathy 

                                                 
13 Reich, Wilhelm, M.D.  Character Analysis.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.  1970 Third Edition.  
Translated by: Theodore P. Wolfe. P. 447. 
14 Higgins, Mary and Raphael, Chester M. Editors. Reich Speaks of Freud: Wilhelm Reich discusses his 
work and his relationship with Sigmund Freud. New York, NY: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.  1967. p. 26-7. 



• The Function of the Orgasm 
• The Mass Psychology of Fascism 
• The Murder of Christ 
• The Sexual Revolution15 

 
Mention of the burning of Reich’s books is startlingly absent from Matthew 

Fishburn’s, Burning Books, published in 2008.  Was the author unaware of this 
historically horrendous book burning, or was it once again suppression of even the 
mention of this scientist, psychiatrist, and medical doctor, Wilhelm Reich?  There was 
and continues to be clandestine suppression of his books and even the mention of him, 
and of orgone specifically.   

When attempting to obtain copies of his books in the Bangor Public Library (a 
Federal repository), I discovered that many books were missing and reported this to the 
library staff.  Here is the peculiar problem about this.  Books in public libraries are 
available to check out and can be taken out again and again for free.   

For a number of years the library has used bar coding on their books and has scan 
technology.  If you leave the library with unscanned withdrawals (books not checked 
out), the staff are notified by a beeping sound.  On occasion books received through inter-
library loan may trigger the warning system after being checked out.  I have found this 
out several times, as the other libraries may not use the same system, but their books bar 
coded.     

Seven titles of Reich’s books cataloged in the Bangor library: Character-analysis, 
Sexual Revolution, Record of a Friendship (missing), Reich Speaks of Freud, The 
Mass Psychology of Fascism (missing), Passion of Youth (missing), and Selected 
Writings (missing, two copies).  Of eight physical books, 50 percent are missing!  Also of 
note, many of his books in various other libraries in the URSUS system (University of 
Maine Libraries and other public libraries) are held at these libraries for “Library Use 
Only.”   

One area that I cannot write on, but wonder about, is how much information has 
been changed from the first editions of Reich’s books and potentially sanitized reissued 
titles, if any revisions have been made at all.  There are few first editions available of his 
titles, and many are in German.  Most or all of his books have been translated into 
English, as well as other languages.   

There is another curious event.  This is the book burning that took place as a 
result of action by Mary Higgins, the trustee, in disposing of materials in storage since 
Reich’s incarceration and death.  Medical doctor Eva Reich, his daughter (who recently 
died) was the original trustee, and attempted through court action to get her father’s 
archive opened before the passage of the fifty years Reich stipulated for it to be closed.  
How Higgins got the position I do not know.   

 
 The FDA supervised another session of book burning as late as 1960, when Mary Boyd Higgins, 
trustee of the Reich estate, wanted to dispose of “banned” material that was occupying storage space and 
could not be sold under the terms of the injunction.  But in 1961, the tide began to turn at last when the 
respected New York publisher, Farrar, Straus & Giroux reissued The Function of the Orgasm and 

                                                 
15 Book Burning in the 20th Century.  American Library Association.  Chicago, IL.  2010.  
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Character Analysis in the “banned” edition.  (This could now be done legally since those named in the 
injunction had ceased to exist.)16 
 
 It may be worthwhile to read the original first editions published before 1955 and 
current releases to note any rewrites or editing out of material.  From the summer 2009, 
with my first visit to the museum, I have sought to understand Reich and what he did 
discover.  Because of the prohibition of the use of the word orgone during the injunction 
(and after by default), I have found few psychology text books or works on psychological 
theory after his death with any mention of Reich, and if there is any, he is mentioned in 
passing regarding his relationship with Freud or psychoanalytic movement and his sexual 
research and writings. 
 Another curious thing is that the injunction was about interstate transport of the 
accumulators and “advertisement” materials – his books!  Evidently the accumulators and 
materials could be sold in the state where they were manufactured or printed, irrespective 
of the injunction.  Reich had a publishing company in New York and in Rangeley.  The 
accumulators are easy enough to build.        

 

Museum Visit 
 
In the Prefatory Note of Colin Wilson’s book 

The Quest for Wilhelm Reich, Wilson mentions 
seeking permission to use quotes from Wilhelm Reich’s 
books.  Permission is said to reside with Mary Boyd 
Higgins, the Trustee of the Reich legacy.  I had the 
opportunity to meet Ms. Higgins and the Assistant 
Director, Kevin Hinchey, on my second visit to 
Orgonon.   

I caught up with Hinchey outside the 
Laboratory Building, returning from walking the 
Quimby Brook Trail.  This was on the last day the 
museum would be open for the season, September 
2009.  The conversation became awfully unpleasant, when Hinchey scolded me about the 
questions I asked and ideas expressed.   

My first question was about a new telephone pole that was installed on the 
opposite side of Dodge Pond Road from the regular row of poles for electricity and 
telephone.  (This is the photo above.)  It was a curious thing with some devices attached 
to the top of the pole as seen in this photograph.  Why was the pole there at all?  When I 
asked Hinchey about this he instantly said, “The government is not interested in this 
place.”  Wow, he responded as if I had asked him if these were some kind of monitoring 
devices. 

Then I wanted to know if there was any evidence he could direct me to, that Reich 
had indeed contributed to MK-ULTRA research, and if he had been involved with the 
experiments at the underground military base at Montauk Point, Long Island, formerly 
Fort Hero.  Hinchey became unglued and started to berate me.  So, with a redirect I asked 
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him if the Reich library in the museum contained any works by Rudolf Steiner and, in 
particular, Andrija Puharich.   

Hinchey said that they were nearly finished 
inventorying the Reich library and the findings would 
be published.  In a later email exchange asking about 
Puharich again, Hinchey confirms, “Regarding 
Wilhelm Reich: there are no books by Puharich . . . in 
Reich’s library…and we’ve just finished assembling a 
new manuscript from Reich’s diaries and 
correspondence (1948-57), and there is nothing about 
Puharich in these materials.”  Another question was 
did Reich know Puharich?  In the conversation 
Hinchey thought not.  Puharich was studying electro-
biology and –physics, as was Reich.   

Puharich was an agent of MK-ULTRA and 
had used a Faraday Cage in his work studying ESP.  
Reich based his orgone accumulator on the Faraday 

Cage too.  (This second picture of a pole is from outside of the Observatory – the 
museum building.) 

The conversation became unfriendly again, when Hinchey berated me about all 
the rumors and unfounded nonsense that was on the Internet about Reich; he could not 
tolerate these things being said.  I had to get away from him.  The email exchange 
became sour as well, when I wrote to Hinchey a follow-up email, and referred to Dr. 
Wilhelm Reich in the email as Wilhelm.  Hinchey disapproved, saying it was 
disrespectful to call him by his first name.   

My reaction was somewhat over-the-top, as I was floored.  I said to Hinchey that I 
did not think Wilhelm would have minded if I had been his patient receiving Reichian 
Therapy.  Reich often required that his patients be naked during therapy sessions.  
Furthermore, while Reich was teaching in Oslo, “His students and colleagues knew him 
as ‘Willy.”’ 17 

I had an odd experience that day, just before meeting Hinchey.  After walking the 
trail and through the open pasture where the first telephone pole was, and along Dodge 
Pond Road leading to the gravel road into Orgonon, something happened to me.  I walked 
on the lawn after the gravel entrance running from Dodge Pond Road to the Conference 
Building (Laboratory).  As I walked along a throbbing of my temples began and 
increased going toward the laboratory building, an experience one might associate with a 
terrible migraine headache.  There was no headache, but the throbbing increased to a 
fluttering of my temples.   

 

                                                 
17 Wilson, Colin. The Quest for Wilhelm Reich. Garden City, NY: Anchor Press/Doubleday. 1981. p. 167 



Note the tree on lawn, and Orgonon sign; this is the location where my temples were throbbing strongest.  
The throbbing increased from the road to the building, and stopped when near the building. 
   

 Exploring the grounds together, they learned—although not from 
Peter—that the long, low building called the laboratory was closed and had 
been unused since 1952, when an unusual experiment called Oranur was 
conducted.  The building could not be used because it still carried a charge 
from that experiment with energy.18 

 
The building is now used as a conference center, with museum offices, bookstore, 

and other administrative functions.  The Oranur experiment took place in the building 
where radium had been used.  The building was said to be designed as an accumulator 
too.  The results were disastrous.  The radium was placed in an orgone accumulator 
within the building and everyone got sick, while the experimental mice he used died.   

 
Reich’s assumption that he had caused some kind of chain reaction 

seems to be supported by an item in The New York Times of February 3, 
1951, three weeks after the experiment; it reported there was an unusually 
high level of radiation in the area with a 300- to 600-mile radius, with its 
center in Rangeley.19 

 
This Oranur experiment is where Reich got the idea for the space gun that he 

thought might protect humanity from EA, an alien attack.          
 

Targeted Individual  
 

Wilhelm Reich believed (and for good reason) that there were efforts to 
undermine his work and drive him crazy; and it was said he was.  There is a saying about 
paranoia: “Just because a person believes they are after them, does not mean they are 
                                                 
18 Reich, Peter.  A Book of Dreams.  New York: Harper & Row.  1973. p. 97. 
19 Wilson, Colin. The Quest for Wilhelm Reich. Garden City, NY: Anchor Press/Doubleday. 1981. p. 210 



not.”  There was a pattern in Reich’s life of being rejected and shunned.  His ideas and 
discoveries questioned a lot of contemporary science and the scientific and psychological 
status quo.  He was way out-of-the-box with his ideas and had a peculiar personality.  
Even the Goddess Pharma may have been against him. 
 

Our first attorney had uncovered some evidence that the drug industry was involved, 
fearing that the accumulator might replace many drugs.  (Subsequently there were 
scandals involving high officials of the FDA who were closely connected with the drug 
industry.)  History is replete with examples of the persecution of pioneers and great 
discoverers by vested interests.20 

 
  A targeted individual (TI), experiences a lot of purposeful mishaps.  There are 
patterns of behavior used against this person when they are targeted for abuse, 
discrediting, and destabilizing.  The techniques were used by the KKK and even the 
Communists.  (Consider the dirty tricks of spy-craft.)  There was sufficient reason for 
Reich to believe that the Communists were behind some of the efforts against him, which 
appeared to have started in this country with an article by Stalinist Mildred Edie Brady 
that appeared in the New Republic in 1947.  He was certainly targeted. 
 

Now, let us appraise what was going on outside of court during these years of 1954-
1957.  Garbage was repeatedly strewn on Reich’s lawn; air was let out of his tires; he 
received repeated telephone calls from anonymous people making remarks about the 
accumulator and then hanging up; he found microphones secreted in his radio set, and 
his garage mechanic discovered a small sending set under the dashboard of his car; 
the doors of his car were pried open, the locks broken; cars repeatedly ran back and 
forth in front of his place, and he was constantly followed.  Reich remarked that if he 
revealed all that had happened to him, people would think he was insane.21 

      
The campaign against him started earlier in Europe, when he upset some 

psychoanalysts; he was underhandedly driven out of the organization.  In his own words: 
 

With regard to my person and my work, I would like to ask the reader to consider the 
simple fact: neurotic psychoanalysts call me schizophrenic; fascist Communist fight me 
as a Trotskyite; sexually lascivious persons accused me of keeping a brothel; the 
German secret police pursued me as a Bolshevik, the American secret police as a Nazi 
spy; domineering mothers wanted me to be known as a seducer of children; charlatans 
in psychiatry called me a charlatan; future saviors of the world called me a new Jesus 
or Lenin.22 

 
 With the publication of The Murder of Christ, and in some of his other writings if 
the facts he reported were not true, Reich would appear to have a martyrdom complex 
and be schizophrenic.  He certainly was targeted. 
 

                                                 
20 Baker, Elsworth F.  Wilhelm Reich.  Journal of Orgonomy Volume 1, 1968.  The American College of 
Orgonomy. 
21 Baker, Elsworth F.  Wilhelm Reich.  Journal of Orgonomy Volume 1, 1968.  The American College of 
Orgonomy. 
22 Reich, Wilhelm, M.D.  Character Analysis.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.  1970 Third Edition.  
Translated by: Theodore P. Wolfe. P. 278. 



The hate and the attacks started many years ago when I was forced to leave Germany, 
Austria, Denmark, and Norway.  For years people who were afraid of what I said have 
spread rumors that I was insane.  Here in America I have been barred from 
professional organizations and, as you know, attacked by the government.  You know 
they have orders to burn some of my books this week.23 

 

 Jail 
 

 
 

Wilhelm Reich died in a federal penitentiary, rumored to have been murdered 
when nearing parole.  Reich was imprisoned on charges brought by the FDA that the 
injunction issued by Judge Clifford from a Portland, Maine court had been criminally 
violated.  The FDA said orgone was nonexistent and Reich was a fraud.  They made 
interstate transport of orgone accumulators or “materials” that mentioned orgone a crime.  
Other government agencies as well as the American Medical Association (AMA) were 
against him too. 

A student and co-worker of Reich’s, Dr. Michael Silvert, was charged with 
transporting orgone accumulators while Reich was in Arizona, causing the desert to 
bloom and making Contact with Space.  Silvert also transported Reich’s books that 
mentioned orgone over the state line from Orgonon, in Rangeley, Maine, to his home in 
New York City.   
 

In the meantime, after being assured by the federal court that the injunctions applied 
only to Reich, Dr. Michael Silvert assumed charge of the Orgone Institute Press and 
distribution of accumulators.  CORE (Cosmic Orgone Engineering) replaced the 
Orgone Energy Bulletin as the official periodical and was published in 1954 and 1955. 
. . . The Food and Drug Administration was busy charging him and Silvert with 
contempt of the injunction; he was being followed everywhere; his telephone was 
tapped and he received numerous crank calls. . . . On July 26, 1955, official contempt 
charges were placed against Reich and Silvert, followed by criminal court 
proceedings. . . . Both were found guilty, with Reich receiving a two-year sentence, 
Silvert a year and a day.24  

                                                 
23 Reich, Peter.  A Book of Dreams.  New York: Harper & Row.  1973.  p 41-2. 
24 Baker, Elsworth F.  Wilhelm Reich.  Journal of Orgonomy Volume 1, 1968.  The American College of 
Orgonomy. 



 
Silvert was shipping his personal accumulators and literature to his place in NYC.  

Reich was in Arizona at the time, approximately 2,800 miles away working with the 
cloudbuster (and space-gun) to create an “Eden Effect” in a barren desert north of 
Tucson.  Silvert got a year in prison and committed suicide shortly after his release; 
Reich got two years – a life sentence. 

The government’s prosecutor had formerly been Reich’s personal attorney Peter 
Mills from Skowhegan, Maine, who should have excused himself from the case.   

 
He didn’t trust lawyers.  Hell, the prosecutor was a guy who had even been our lawyer 
for a while.  Daddy called him a Judas.25 
 
People associated with Reich had their homes searched by the FDA during this 

time; books were confiscated, teachers were fired from their jobs, and doctors lost their 
positions.26  Reich’s son Peter explains by paraphrasing his father talking to him about 
the danger he was in.   

 
Peter, there is a real conspiracy against my work.  Somewhere, someone does not want 
this work in Orgonomy to continue.  I do not know why, although I am beginning to 
understand.  You must understand that I might die.  Someone might try to kill me.27 
 

Mind Control 
 
 Just the mention of Wilhelm Reich is conspiratorial to some – he is practically 
taboo.  Rumors are rife on the Internet that Reich contributed to research in mind control 
done for and by the CIA under the general heading of MK-ULTRA.   
 There has been little substantive source material found to support these 
allegations, except when you consider the research he was doing.  Weather manipulation, 
orgone accumulators being used for healing, research into the causes of cancer and 
discovery of bions, antigravity research (speculatively time travel capability – if such 
exists) cold fusion, free-energy technology, and the list goes on.  Did Reich knowingly 
contribute to the horrific trauma-based Montauk Boys and Monarch Programming 
projects used to control individuals (mostly children) at their primary core to gain 
“psychic control” of their being with his fundamental discoveries in life energy 
manipulation?   
 The authorities were certainly aware of his research and the potential.   
 

Regarding Wilhelm Reich: there are no books by Puharich in Reich’s 
library…and we’ve just finished assembling a new manuscript from Reich’s 
diaries and correspondence (1948-57), and there is nothing about Puharich in 
these materials.  Meaning there is nothing to substantiate your thesis that 

                                                 
25 Reich, Peter.  A Book of Dreams.  New York: Harper & Row.  1973.  p 65. 
26 DeMeo, James.  Anti-Constitutional Activities and Abuse of Police Power by the  
U.S. Food and Drug Administration and other Federal Agencies.  Reprinted from On Wilhelm Reich and 
Orgonomy, Pulse of the Planet #4, 1993 
27 Reich, Peter.  A Book of Dreams.  New York: Harper & Row.  1973.  p 37. 



“Reich must’ve been in contact with Puharich.”  We have no evidence of that 
whatsoever.28 

 

Gifting 
 

Don and Carol Croft are on a crusade to “gift” orgone generators to the world 
clandestinely, to free the planet of DOR (deadly orgone) and other mind-controlling 
phenomena like “chemtrails.”  They use catalyzed organic fiberglass resin with inorganic 
metal shavings molded to the size of a muffin (muffin pans are used to produce them) and 
other sizes to produce “orgonite.”  These attract “etheric energy” to neutralize “life-
negative energy.”   

Don has also made a more advanced cloudbuster he calls a “chembuster,” which 
can dissipate the chemicals sprayed by airplanes creating chemtrails, the chemical trails 
being used as a form of social and mind control.  The belief is that cell phone towers, 
nuclear power plants, underground military bases, and other artifices of the modern world 
produce DOR.  Concealing orgonite in the vicinity of these places destroys the DOR they 
create.   
 

Fifty Years 
 
 Dr. Reich insisted his papers and research materials be frozen for fifty years.  He 
stipulated in his will that the archives of his research materials and unpublished writings 
be sealed for that amount of time, save for Mary Higgins.  On November 3, 2007 a half 
century had passed since Reich’s death, and the archive could be opened.  Much of his 
archive is deposited with the Countway Library of Medicine at Harvard University.   
 

Museum 
 

In 1942, Dr. Reich purchased the property in Rangeley to continue his scientific 
research and named the place Orgonon.  The Wilhelm Reich Museum comprises acres of 
fields, woodland, and a system of trails.  There is a Conference Center and the museum 
building itself is the Orgone Energy Observatory and is on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  It houses his research materials and personal belongings and 
memorabilia.  Reich’s tomb with a bronze portrait bust is in a forest clearing overlooking 
the mountains and views of the lakes in Rangeley, Maine at Orgonon.  There is a 
bookstore and gift shop that contains many of Reich’s works and copies of manuscripts 
for sale.   
 
ORGONON, Wilhelm Reich Museum 
Dodge Pond Road 
PO Box 687 
(207) 864-3443 
Email: wreich@rangeley.org 
http://www.wilhelmreichmuseum.org  

                                                 
28 Hinchey, Kevin.  Assistant Director, Orgonon.  Email October 6, 2009. 



 
 July and August hours: Wednesday – Sunday 1 – 5 PM 
September: Sundays only 1 – 5 PM 
Gate is locked at 5 PM 
 
Admission 
Adults $6.00 and Children 12 and under are admitted free 
 
The Wilhelm Reich Museum also operates two comfortable waterfront cottage rentals at 
Orgonon, on the west shore of Dodge Pond on Dodge Pond Road.   
 
Tamarack sleeps up to 8 people.  Not available July and August when its use is donated 
to Adoptive and Foster Families by the Wilhelm Reich Infant Trust.  
 
Bunchberry sleeps up to 4 people.  Call the Wilhelm Reich Museum for information, 
prices, and reservations.  Both cottages offer complete kitchens, linens, and showers. 
 

Trails 

 
 

There are wonderful hiking trails traversing the land at Orgonon.  The trails are 
well marked.  Bunchberry covers portions of the mixed forested land with a substantial 
northern white cedar wood.  Other wildflowers bloom in season.  (Recently there has 
been a selective forest harvest.)  The Quimby Brook trail is 2.2 miles with some steep 
inclines and wonderful spots to relax and consider the ether and orgone.   
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The Orgone Biophysical Research Laboratory 
Director, Dr. James DeMeo 
At The Greenspring Center 
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Ashland, Oregon 97620 
 
The American College of Orgonomy 
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Princeton, New Jersey 08542 
 



Institute for Orgonomic Science 
PO Box 2069 
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ORGONICS 
6490 Front St., PMB#113 
Forestville, CA 95436-9604 
 

May the FORCE be with you! 
                                                 
i There is reason to believe that Reich did have contact with the establishment and researchers working for 
MK-ULTRA, or that his research was applied in the pursuit of “mind control.”  Andrija Puharich had a 
place on Long Island and was an agent of MK-ULTRA.  (Fort Hero at Montauk Point is at the tip of the 
island, where horrendous experiments allegedly took place.)  Puharich founded The Round Table 
Laboratory of Electrobiology.  The words of Jerry Morton of the Idaho Observer in March 2003 edition 
may explain the missing proof, “However, Dr. Reich’s work in biophysics has been stricken from the 
historical record.”       
   My first interest in Wilhelm Reich’s works was while doing background research for my book, Mommy 
Please Come Home, and finding out about Monarch and Montauk Programming; purportedly a method to 
program children and adults.  There were unfounded claims that Reich did work for the CIA related to 
orgasmic discharge paired with trauma for disassociation, and thus providing entrance into subject’s mind 
(and soul) for control.  If true, Reich’s works were “demonized” being used in this way.   
   Anton LaVey has this to say about Reich in The Satanic Rituals, “Many of the rite’s principles relate to 
the experiments of Wilhelm Reich, a name to be reckoned with in the magic of the future.”  Then he goes 
on to explain how to accumulate DOR and project it for magic purpose. 
   

Notes 
 

So far I have found three different amount of acres referenced for the size of 
Orgonon; 160 acres, 175 on museum literature, and in her biography on Wilhelm Reich, 
Ilse Reich says that they purchased a 280-acre property in 1942 for about $2,000.  She 
died December 19, 2008.  The Bibliography here does not contain all of his books or 
published papers, and there are many other biographical and books of analysis on Reich 
and the study of Orgone.  James DeMoe has an extensive bibliography of sources as a 
record of deliberate misrepresentations, distortions and attacks on Reich that is pretty 
comprehensive, located at: http://www.orgonelab.org/bibliogPLAGUE.htm.   

Time for a plug for the free public library – this is a resource where truth resides.  
The Bangor Public Library in Maine is one of the best.  All patrons are provided polite 
and accommodating service.  Colin Wilson’s book was obtained through an interlibrary 
loan and helped me to look at Reich more objectively and I have quoted him freely (but 
surely within the copyright fair-use guidelines).  All the errors and omissions are mine. It 
would take a decade to shift through all the materials on Dr. Wilhelm Reich.      


